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Inspired Coil Sculpture



What is Cultural Appropriation? 
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Definition: 

Use of objects or elements of a non-dominant 
culture in a way that doesn't respect their original 
meaning, give credit to their source, or reinforces 
stereotypes or contributes to oppression.



Give me some specific examples of how people use cultural appropriation. 
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What is Tiki? 

● Tiki has multiple meanings 
● In New Zealand, it means a large wooden or small greenstone 

image of a human figure. (Also the first man) 
● Cook Island-Tiki is a guardian of the underworld 

-Wikipedia

What is your knowledge of tiki?
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The Tiki Sculptures From Hawaii 
Aren’t Really Tiki.

They are a Western invention.  In Hawaiian, they 
are actually called Ki’i



So why do we call these sculptures Tiki?

● Tiki-culture- is a motif of exotically decorated bars and restaurants catering to 
an escapist longing for travel to tropical regions of the South Pacific. 
Featuring mock tiki carvings and complex, alluringly named alcoholic drinks, it 
eventually influenced residential recreation. -Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Sea_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiki


From Reclaiming The Tiki Bar-New York Times

“A Maori word for the carved image of a god or ancestor, tiki 
became synonymous in the United States and elsewhere for 
gimmicky souvenirs and décor.”





“But tiki bars can often reinforce the idea that Oceania is just a place to vacation, which 
belies America’s history with the region.” -Reclaiming the Tiki Bar, New York Times.



Cultural Appreciation vs Appropriation

Appreciation is when someone seeks to understand and learn 
about another culture in an effort to broaden their perspective 
and connect with others cross-culturally. Appropriation on the 
other hand, is simply taking one aspect of a culture that is not 
your own and using it for your own personal interest. 

      
   -www.https://
greenheart.org



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9rkXz2Evyg


Are we appreciating Tiki Origin or is it appropriation?  

● How will you be making the Coil Sculpture and being 
respectful to Polynesian culture?  

● What vocabulary will you use? 
● How can you make your sculpture while respecting 

Tiki? 
● Could learning more about Maori culture be appreciation 

instead of just copying/replicating an image?
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Original Tiki Vocabulary

Maori “Gods” (according to Wikipedia) 
● Tiki-tohua, the progenitor of birds[d] 

● Tiki-kapakapa, the progenitor of fish and of a bird, the tui 

● Tiki-auaha, the progenitor of humanity 

● Tiki-whakaeaea, the progenitor of the kūmara. (type of sweet potato) 

(Progenitor means ancestor or parent)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiki#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tui_(bird)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sweet_potato


Hei-Tiki

Hei-Tiki is a traditional ornamental pendant worn by the Maori of New Zealand.  Hei-tiki are usually made of pounamu (greenstone), and are 
considered a taonga (treasure) by Māori. They are commonly called tiki by New Zealanders, a term that originally refers to large human figures carved 

in wood and to the small wooden carvings used to mark sacred places. (The word hei in Māori can mean "to wear around the neck".)-Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pounamu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nephrite_jade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taonga
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M%C4%81ori_language


Prime Minister 
of New Zealand 
Jacinda Ardern 
wearing gifted 
Hei-tiki.



Back to the ceramics clay work part of the class:



Aside from the General Ceramics Rubric Requirements:
● Survives bisqued process. (no trapped air bubbles) 
● At least 1 row of IDENTICAL coils.  See teacher if confused.  
● Coils are well defined with no cracks.  (See example) 
● No drawn spirals, No building balls. Biiiiiiiig boo boo. 
● Height is NO LESS than 10 inches 
● Inside is covered with thin slabs and smoothed. (See example) 

● You MUST have no less than 3 non coil elements. (See Example) 

● Tropical Face/Mouth has structural integrity and no warping 
● Coils are TIGHTLY next to each other or filled in with SMALL 

balls 
● Pencil Thick Coils


